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Might Be Giants: Grateful Dead Double Header Like most of us, they have a pretty good idea of what it
is that makes them tick. "It's probably our ear-wormness, our most-covered songs," said the National’s

Dan Goldberg. "There’s no denying that. The Grateful Dead are famous; the sound of their performances
is over the top.” But the group has grown even beyond what most people expect. Despite having been

together for 26 years, they are still working on their crowd-pleasing songs. "Any song is still being
written," said Kurt Bloch, the group's rhythm guitarist. "We always write about the same types of things
and it’s almost like a canon that we all recognize and continue to revisit." The Dead’s song catalog is vast,

spanned across decades. On their latest studio album, the band has been revisiting their biggest hits,
bringing back legendary songs that have been covered by modern music legends, including Bon Iver,

Ryan Adams and The Black Keys. There's a noticeable sense of New York’s energy in the band’s sound,
which is evident on albums like Make It Rain. "It's not that we’re connected to the city," said Goldberg.

"It’s simply, we’re more connected with the music that we like.” They are no strangers to being influenced
by other musicians. The band started off in the early ’80s, with David Freiberg on violin. But Goldberg
explains that during the band’s hiatus, they were immersed in the ’60s. "We always had the goal to do it

again,” he said. “But when we decided to record, we were in sync with what was going on in music then.”
The band is using the Grateful Dead name to open up a new music world to the group, which Goldberg

says is a way to spread their sound to new audiences. "What that does is make it possible for us to bring a
whole new set of people into our world,” he said. “It doesn’t really matter if you love the Grateful Dead
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