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said earlier that she would appeal the May verdict against her by the police investigation judge. She had been in police custody since April 2014, after her publisher, Editions de l’Homme, was raided by French police for allegedly leaking U.S. and French secret documents, possibly to Britain’s Sky News. “I am very happy about the decision, because it
confirms there was no crime in what I did,” Vaucouleurs told reporters after the court hearing in the southern city of Aix-en-Provence. “It is just a misunderstanding,” she added. The journalist, who was found guilty of breaching the strict confidentiality of diplomatic archives, obtained a range of sensitive documents that journalists say are vital to their

work. Vaucouleurs, the first French journalist to be tried for leaking classified material, was handed a suspended sentence by a court on May 26. French news agency Agence France-Presse quoted her as saying she would appeal the verdict. “There were no actions that breached national security,” she said. “I am still very proud to be a journalist.”
French human rights groups, which campaigned for Vaucouleurs’ acquittal after a long series of court delays, urged the court to reject the sentence, saying she had been “humiliated”. Alexandre Dreyfus, French journalist, U.N. special rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and founder of Reporters
Without Borders, is interviewed outside the police headquarters after the start of the trial of French journalist Ariane de Vaucouleurs in Paris June 18, 2015. REUTERS/Charles Platiau “This is a sad day for France, for journalism and for freedom of expression,” Reporters Without Borders said in a statement. It said the decision was “a very heavy blow to
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